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Keywords: This research aimed to knowing whether there was
Reading Motivation significant correlation between reading motivation
Comprehension Ability and reading comprehension ability of the third
Students semester students of English Language Teaching

Department of University of Islam Malang or not. The
research design in this study was quantitative
research in the form of correlation design. The subject
of this study was 33 students. The researcher
developed two research instruments; a questionnaire
to measure student’s reading motivation and a test of
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was higher than the r critical (0.497 > 0.344).
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1. Introduction

Reading motivation is important for learners since they have to be motivated in English
language learning and improve their reading comprehension ability. So, reading motivation is
vital to the learners’ ability to read and comprehend texts purposefully for EFL students.
Accordingly, since the need for academic success in all areas of learning, all English foreign
language learners need to enhance their English reading motivation for a better understanding of
written texts. Reading motivation is regarded as the most vital and necessary for learners in both
a classroom context and an extracurricular environment.

Reading motivation is an important factor which supports students to read more, and it has a
significant relationship with reading and understanding texts. Accordingly, many researchers
have been well aware of the importance of motivation in target language learning and how
motivation improves comprehension among language learners. Motivation benefits of being a
motivated reader by stating that it is important to motivate students to read by providing them
opportunities to select their desired materials. In other words, students would like to read more
when they are allowed to choose their reading materials because they would discover that
reading is an enjoyable activity (Hairul, Ahmadi, & Pourhossein, 2012).

According to Seymour and Walsh (2006) motivation for learners is always a main element
that affects their reading comprehension. However, it has not been yet recognized that
motivation is a main factor in reading comprehension. Reading motivation is one of the main
factors for foreign language students that helps learners to read more effectively. Wang (2008)
pointed out that students who studies a foreign language need to improve their reading ability in
order to comprehend the texts (Rosenfeld, Leung, & Oltman, 2001).

Kaharu (2013) investigated the correlation between students’ reading motivation and
reading comprehension in reading English text. The population of the research was seventh
grade students of Junior High School 1 Batudaa and the sample of the research were 22 students.
The research design of this study is quantitative correlation. For collecting the data, the
researcher used questionnaire and reading test. Descriptive and inferential statistic was using to
analyze the data. It was found that t-count > t-list (5.558 = 2.086) , a = 5%, a = 20 and t-list =
2.086. It means that (Ho rejected and H1 acceptable) and 60.60% is determined by motivation.
Based on this finding, it can be concluded that there is positive correlation between students’
motivation and reading comprehension in reading English text.

In another study Simajuntak, E. G., Purbo, A., & Sutarsyah, C. (2012) found out that there was
significant correlation between students’ motivation and their reading comprehension
achievement. The coefficient correlation was 0.483. It was classified into moderate correlation.
The research’s result can be interpreted that students’ motivation had moderate effect to reading
comprehension achievement. The students who had motivation toward English affect their
reading willingness to read as well as their participation and commitment to study well.

Therefore the researcher wants to study the correlation between reading motivation and
reading comprehension ability of the third semester students of English Language Teaching
Department of University of Islam Malang. The researcher is eager to identify whether there is a
significant correlation or not. Do the students who have high reading motivation have a good
score in their reading comprehension test? Or, maybe in the contrary.

2. Methods
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This study used quantitative approach with correlational design. The population in this study
was all the students of the third semester of English Language Teaching Department at Faculty of
Teacher Training and Education, University of Islam Malang. After highlighting some kind of
sampling techniques, the researcher chose cluster sampling since the part chosen was not an
individual, but a group of individuals who were naturally together. The researcher took a small
represent of the population. From the existing population, the researcher took two classes from a
list of the classes and included all students in that selected classes as the sample.

The researcher developed two research instruments; a questionnaire to measure reading
motivation and a test of reading to measure reading comprehension ability. The questionnaire
given to the respondents consist of some dimensions which was adopted from Watkins and
Coffey (2004) theory about dimensions of reading motivation. They were grades-compliance,
involvement, social, competition, reading work avoidance, curiosity, recognition, and efficacy.
Each dimension had four items. For the test of reading, the researcher used an objective test that
was in the form of multiple choice consisting of five general understanding questions, four true-
false sentences, and six reading comprehension questions. The test was taken from students’
reading book in their third semester.

The analysis of the data were done based on the data obtained from the two instruments in
the form of score through the step. There was one step that researcher carried out to analyze the
data, computing questionnaire and reading comprehension test result by using statistical
package for the social science (SPSS) with correlation formula. The researcher tested the
hypothesis at. 0.05 level of significance. If the correlation coefficient (r) > r - critical, it means
that the correlation of two variables is significant, so that the hypothesis is accepted. In contrast,
if the correlation coefficient (r) < r - critical, it means that the correlation of two variables is not
significant, so that the alternative hypothesis is rejected.

3. Result

The data was analyzed by using statistical package for the social science (SPSS) with
correlation formula. The result showed that there was a positive correlation between students’
reading motivation and their reading comprehension ability because the coefficient correlation
obtained showed on the table was 0.497. After consulting the score obtained to the table
interpretation level of correlation, it can be concluded that the correlation between those two
variables was on moderate correlation. In order to know whether the coefficient of correlation
was significant or not, the table of significance or the r table was used. This table functions to
interpret the significance of the coefficient of correlation at 0.05 level of significance. To get the
df, 33 sample minus two (N-2) was 31. The r- critical by df 31 in the 0.05 level significance was
0.344. Therefore the coefficient correlation obtained from the computation was significant
because r observed was higher than the r critical (0.497 > 0.344).

Based on the description of the data analysis above, it can be concluded that reading
motivation correlated significantly with students’ reading comprehension ability. Therefore, the
null hypothesis that stated: there is no significant correlation between reading motivation and
reading comprehension ability of the third semester students of English Language Teaching
Department of University of Islam Malang was rejected, and the alternative hypothesis was
accepted. In conclusion, reading motivation was one of several factors that help students to
develop their comprehension ability.

4. Discussion
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Theoretically, reading motivation is an important factor which supports students to read
more, and it has a significant relationship with reading and understanding texts. Accordingly,
many researchers have been well aware of the importance of motivation in target language
learning and how motivation improves comprehension among language learners. (Hairul,
Ahmadi, & Pourhossein, 2012).

According to Seymour and Walsh (2006), motivation for learners is always a main element
that affects their reading comprehension. However, it has not been yet recognized that
motivation is a main factor in reading comprehension. Reading motivation is one of the main
factors for foreign language students that helps learners to read more effectively. Wang (2008)
pointed out that students who study a foreign language need to improve their reading ability in
order to comprehend the texts (Rosenfeld, Leung, & Oltman, 2001).

In addition, there are some factors that influence readers’ understanding of text. Westwood
(2001) stated some factors influencing reading comprehension. They are readers’ motivation,
interest, vocabulary, general knowledge, knowledge of particular subjects. Some readers are also
in poor reading comprehension because of lack of fluency in lower reading process and they have
limited vocabulary mastery that also brings difficulties in understanding the meaning of some
words or sentences. Vocabulary mastery also brings difficulties in understanding the meaning of
some words or sentences.

5. Conclusion

Reading motivation was one of several factors that help students to develop their
comprehension ability. The suggestion for the teacher, they should be model for their students.
They are expected to get their students motivated to spend much time in reading. They also
should give students opportunity to practice both are in and outside classroom activities in order
the motivation of reading will run naturally, and it enables students to improve their reading
comprehension and help students to reach the academic achievement. It is suggested that
teachers should provide students with a nice and comfortable place for reading, provide popular
English texts and good books in the class. It can make students more interest in reading because
they do not only reading but also studying English. Moreover, teachers should make the class
atmosphere more enjoyable and fun, far from being stress and threatened situation which is
usually faced by students in the classroom.

For the future researcher, First, it is suggested for future researchers to employ a wider
sample from the population and operate probability sampling procedure. Second, it is suggested
for future researchers to deepen the study. They can categorize the students based on gender
etc. Third, future researchers are expected to consider the instruments well and all influential
factors related to this study. And the last for the students, Hopefully, students can improve and
keep their reading motivation. They should encourage themselves to build reading motivation
because it plays an important role in paving students’ reading skill and affects students’ decision
making on which reading activities to do, how long they read, and how much effort to
comprehend texts particularly when encountering the difficult ones which subsequently build
better reading ability. Furthermore, motivated readers tend to be optimistic, persistent, and
willing to take a risk on what they read.
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